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Licketyspit:  Opening doors to imaginary playworlds to unlock the limitless possibilities of children! 

 

Licketyspit Play Champion Consultation on Covid-19 and Play 

As part of Play Scotland’s work to suport the Scottish 
Government to update their Play Strategy, Licketyspit 
held 2 Play Champion consultation sessions with 
children from our Children & Families Network, on 
Friday 15th January 2021. 

We consulted with 18 children (3-15 yrs) from 13 
families. 4 Mums and 1 Dad also participated 
actively. All families are asylum seekers or refugees 
from ethnic minority communities. Families come 
from countries including Nigeria, Azerbaijan, India, Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan. 

Families consulted live in communities across 
Glasgow, including Toryglen, Carntyne, Drumchapel, 
Govan, Whiteinch, Royston, Cardonald, Milton. 

Following the consultation structure provided by Play 
Scotland, the Report contains 4 parts - Part 1: Where 
do you play, who with and what kind of play do you 
like best?; Part 2: What is different for you because of 
Coronavirus? (with various s); Part 3: Big Message, 
where we incorporated the theme of how adults can make play better; Part 4: Summary 
Observations. Part 3 was answered through Reflective Drawings which were then presented to the 
group. A selection of drawings are also included in this report and can be sent separately if required. 

 

 

Part 1: Where do you play, who with and what kind of play do you like best?  

K, 4: Bake a cake!* All the games! 
 
T, 4: Baking a cake!*  
 
K, 4: What games do you play at Nursery? Families, you’re the animals or the pets, or the little 
mummy all the parents are mummy daddy children. All of the friends are big circle so we play it 
 
F, 6: What’s the time Mr. Wolf?* and Funky Chicken* because I love animals  
 

      Have Your Say About Play!  
 

So I wanted to say of the lockdown its hard to not go outside in school, its hard to not touch 
anything, try not holding your friends hand and try not playing with your teachers. F, 6 
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A, 6: I would like to keep on playing, cooking!  
 
F, 5: I like cooking! 
F, 6: I like cooking too, cakes!  
 
Q, 7 & F, 5: Maybe going in a magic ball* and finding different places to go! 
 
Q, 7: I do sometimes like playing football with my friends. (Have you been able to play with them 
recently?) not really but sometimes I play with my brother. 
 
Y, 7: I like to play hide and seek, at home with everyone. (What do you like about playing with your 
mum and dad?) Everyone has so much fun. I like to play inside my house. I have, we make stuff 
like party poppers and stuff, crafts.  
 
A, 7: So I play the lego with my dad. Some trucks and some bus. So on snowy time I throw 
snowballs at my dad’s leg and then at my sister too. I build a snowman in the snow. 
 
N, 5 (sister of A, 7): I like to play catch with my brothers.  
 
K, 10: I made a lego car. Well this isn’t like playing but I like to cook a lot, like I only know how to 
cook treats like cookie and cupcakes and cakes.  
 
G, 5: With my friends.  
 
E, 7 (sister of G, 5): I like doing stuff with my sisters. Like playing football outside.  
 
*Licketyspit games 
 
Part 2: What is different for you because of Coronavirus?  
 
F, 6: So I wanted to say of the lockdown it’s hard to not go outside in school, it’s hard to not touch 
anything, try not holding your friends hand and try not playing with your teachers.  

1. What/how have you been playing recently? 

F, 6: We were doing fun with the snow and drawing and colouring and painting and we went to the 
shops and bought a new toy then we played with the snow and made a snow man then we came 
inside and made hot chocolate. And we also did yoga this morning. 
 
Q, 8 (sister of F): We’ve been dancing to Just Dance.  
 
A, 8: I like playing cricket and basketball with my dad. 
Dad: I play with him because in front of our home there is….  
A, 8: sometimes my mum come and then we play!  
Dad: …outside the home there is a small little play area so we can use normally by walk there so 
there also a cricket place so we gotta practice. I (sister, 4) is playing a small football and she is 
using a Scooty! Cycling outside cycling, A and I have bicycle so once a week or two we ride or 
cycle if the weather is good. Slippery outside sometimes slippery. 
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F, 5: I like playing with my bicycle but it’s too wet. We have been colouring and the other thing is it 
snowed so we had a snowball fight and made a snowman then we came inside and coloured and 
draw’d and then we went outside and we spent the whole of the day outside because it was snowing! 
Then in the next day it also snowed again. 
 
A, 6: I’ve been riding my scooter indoors! 
 
F, 6: So I was playing in the snow and we played snow fight and I build a snowman. I was playing 
with my mummy and my sister in my back yard my back one.  
 
2. Do you see any of your friends at the moment, in the park? 
 
G, 5: Just see them at school.  
 
T, 12: I like seeing my friends. (Are you able to be in touch with your friends at all online?) Not really 
(Can you meet up with any of them?) No cause of the lockdown 
 
3. Outdoor play 
 
A, 6: Before the corona started I used to go on my 
scooter outside.  
 
Mum of 7, 4, 2 year old’s, Carntyne: He (7 year old) 
before the lockdown started and after the first 
lockdown we arranged him for football and then the 
lockdown came and it stopped. He really missed that 
because he had a new pair of boots so the new 
lockdown came, we rearranged him starting again, 
unfortunately he only had one session and then the 
lockdown came back. And he’s been like really shut 
down because it takes time for him to build that self-
confidence for interacting with people. But right now 
I’ve been introducing interactive activities into the home 
like board games, cards and stuff so he doesn’t get too addicted to his phone, his tablet. But he’s 
been playing with his brothers they are good so they do their things, so he’s been good. And the 
main thing is he like dancing so I got a little karaoke kind of thing, he doesn’t really sing much but 
he likes dancing so his brothers do the singing and he does the dancing which has kind of added 
some fun in the house.  
 
Most have been getting out of the house once a week; half have been getting out more than 
once. 
 
T, 11: For me, every time we have football practice, like normally before we have lockdown we have 
interactive sessions like we can touch each other but now we can’t and cause of that we can’t play 
matches anymore we, most of our ?dues? Aren’t interactive anymore like we separating into groups, 
we aren’t separating into groups anymore, like it’s a one person game now. 
 
A, 9: I went when it was normal on Tuesday after school I went to the club but now it’s not on. We 
can’t go there now because of corona virus. We played and we go to the park and play football and 
pull the rope, jump over the rope. (Have you been able to meet up with any of your friends from the 
club?) Well all of the people that come to the club are from my school but one is not.  
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(Do you chat to or meet up with any of your friends from school when school is not happening?) No  
 
Q, 7: (Is there anything you don’t like?) Maybe because probably because probably we spend too 
much time outside I rather prefer being inside. 
 
 
4. School at Home – How Playful is it?  
 
Children identified playful aspects of school that are missing at the moment, like chatting to friends, 
rapport with teachers, and some talked about ways they are trying to compensate for this online, 
such as chatting to friends after a task is finished on an online learning platform. 
 
Mum of A, 6: They used to do Team walk to school in the morning, she used to chat with some of 
her friends, she doesn’t have time to chat with her friends in the break time. In school she played a 
lot, run around with her friends. 
 
O, 9: So most of the time I can’t even do my work it’s really hard for me to communicate with my 
teacher. (Are you doing anything fun playful activities in your homework at the moment?) Not Really 
 
6 out of 9 children Said they had homework that was ‘fun’ or playful.  
 
Z, 15: For me basically its school because every monday for 4-5 I’m having Study Bites and 
supportive study and I feel like it actually helps me.. I can have more interaction with my teachers 
but now everything like online and I just lack motivation because of this and now like due to the 
accent barrier like most of my teachers have like very thick accents so I find it hard to understand 
anything they are saying so things are just quite difficult for me. 
 
Mum of N, 5: N is just asking at the moment why we not allowed to go to school. 
 
E, 7: We do yoga and P.E. 
 
A, 9: We get our homework online. Some of them like drawing and yoga and stuff. 
 
F, 5: I have done yoga in your class and exercises 
 
Q, 7: And I had P.E and yoga as well. Well not on zoom she gives us videos to go along with them. 
We have separate things but we do the separate things together.  
 
Mum of Q 7 and F 5: Yesterday they had jack and the beanstalk yoga and Faly was doing it alone 
and it looked like she wasn’t having any fun, so we jumped in, Queen and I and it was more fun when 
all of us is  doing it. Because I think they miss interaction with other children, I mean it’s not really 
fun just doing it by yourself. But I saw that when they were doing it together they were having a lot 
more fun. So she will do the Primary 1 yoga and then jump into the primary 4 yoga, its good because 
they don’t get to do much exercise in the house. Mum has also told us about organising online game 
sessions between her daughters and their friends. 
 
F, 5: I wish the teachers can play with you guys!! 
 
Kamila: After everyone leaves (online classes) you can stay on with a couple of friends and you can 
talk through your lunch and break. 
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T, 12: You can talk to your friends about how to help you with the work and stuff and you can get 
your mind of stuff because you can talk about things that’s not related to school.  
 
 
5. Play at School (before current lockdown) 
 
Q, 7: You mostly have to wash your hands mostly every time like when you get in from break, 
morning, lunch and afternoon. We do games like outside in the pitch but it has changed because 
we can’t go in the gym hall. In school we have to use the tablets or iPads not computers so we use 
the iPads and the get the wipes and wipe them and then put them back. 
 
F, 5: And we can’t hold anyone’s hand. 
 
T, 12: In school cause of the coronavirus they’ve put us into year groups like S1’s and S4’s have 
lunch at the same time and then S1’s and S3’s have lunch at separate times because they’re trying 
to make it more spacious and stuff cause when we’re all together it’s too crowded and they mostly 
sent all of us out and now they know that its cold outside they put us inside and change the time 
groups cause of the weather. We all have this table that we sit at lunch and we play among us it’s 
like this game its a group game it’s called Among Us. It’s like these tiny characters… I don’t know 
how to explain it.  
 
E, 7: When it’s like raining outside we usually used to go outside but when they see that its already 
raining outside then we’ll go back into class and we get to draw on paper and sometimes we get to 
take our own paper and pencils from home. I’m ok with what’s at school but I’m also ok with what’s 
happening at home. Sometimes we do school on the laptop and stuff.  
 
F, 6: (Are any of your teachers wearing masks?) Yes. (How does that make you feel?) A little bit happy 
because that’s when we can go and tell the teacher something. 
 
6. Has there been anything that’s better about how things have changed? Anything new 
you’re doing that you really like? 
 
F, 6: I read on the computer and do zooms with my sister and playing with her and doing my 
homework its fun and that’s what I like.  
 
Z, 5: we been playing dominoes and cards and sometimes we play Grandma Grandma cause that’s 
like our new favourite game 
 
Y, 7: We got some new stuff that we can enjoy cause of the covid like chess, Ludo, monopoly stuff 
like that. Any we like to go outside and enjoy the snow I even build a snowman. 
 
Mum of M, 7: I was really happy about licketyspit giving us the laptops… there is peace in the house 
and it’s good for my mental state. The games with the Licketyspit, Michris really enjoys it because I 
think to him that’s the first live play he’s ever participated in and it really builds his confidence 
because he doesn’t just sit and think, its a game because he’s not that verbal which is one down 
side during this lockdown, so doing the Licketyspit builds their confidence and I’ve watched him do 
things that normally I wouldn’t see him do. 
 
K, 10: I’m kind of happy that I got the Chromebook from Ruby yesterday, I’m on it right now and I 
really like it.  
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Part 3: Big Message - For Grown-Ups to help you play; With Reflective Drawing (drawing as a 
catalyst for thinking, then talking) 
 
Group 1 
F, 5: So I draw’d some trees and that’s me down there and I 
draw’d a wee toy down there and then that’s a wee ball and 
more trees up here. I would want more parks! I would love 
to go to the park more and I would love to play with the 
swings and the slide! 
 
Q, 7: Well more swings more slides more parks I think.  
 
Mum of F & Q: I agree with the girls it would be ideal to have 
more green space, where there’s more parks we can breathe 
more fresh air. What I’ve noticed is that there is a park close to 
the house but it’s so wee that when we want to go there there’s 
a lot of children and a lot of people which now hinders us to go 
there because we need to keep our distance hence we want 
more parks more greenery or perhaps even if there is a park 
there needs to be a little bit more than two swings, in a 
residential area where there’s lots of children. I mean children are more than adults especially where 
we live here. So yeah and probably at school you know when you go to the playground, if there was 
more like paintings of hopscotches? I used to play a lot of hopscotches when I was in school, I used 
to skip a lot, hula hoops, perhaps if they get more of hula hoops and dominoes? Maybe they must 
make bowling, perhaps they can get some cones for the children to knock them out, run around, 
give someone else a chance. Or play volleyball, where I grew up we used to play a lot of volleyball. 
You know Ruby said something about books, maybe there could be a mobile library going around, 
but is that practical with the virus going around I don’t know..  
 
Mum of K: The need for healthy food and not to waste food. They can make greetings cards with 
lentils and pulses. It’s very important we don’t waste the food. We educate about each pulses.  
 
A, 6: Well I have (drawn) a tree a slide a swing a roundabout and grass. I would say that I’m not sure 
yet. I writed, I am going to the park. 
 
F, 6: So I write here: Love F and F (sister, 4) and inside it says I love playing zoom with my friends!  
 
Mum of F, 6 & F, 4: So we need data and internet and laptop if they can provide more data more 
laptop then phones for those the less privileged who are less able to communicate with their friends. 
You know during this lock down you need to communicate with people you need to talk to people 
instead of being bored and being depressed at home, so you need to meet people online. Probably 
provision of data provision of laptop and phones for people to communicate.  
 
Aside from Licketyspit we have other zooms that we join too. Most of the time the issue is internet 
data so if there is more access to internet, laptop, data because at times we need to share the tablets 
to do zoom, to work and at time she might want to play game and I won’t be able to use it. So if 
there is more access to data I think life will be more easier in this lockdown. 
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A, 8: It says More Playgrounds very close and more trees for playing or climbing. Like basketball you 
can see they are playing.  
 
T, 4: All the games! In the snow  
 
K, 4: In the snow! 
 
 
Group 2 
 
Noor: I love to play in the park on the slide and 
the swing. The park is next to my house, it is a 
small park and is for two minutes to walk. I 
would like to have a bigger park.  
 
Y, 7: My writing says I would like a big 
swimming pool and a park and a playground. I would like to go with lots of friends. (Do you live 
near a park?) Yes. 
 
Mum of M, 6: He says have a big ice pitch and join my friends in school. He wants to slide on his 
sledge but he’s been doing it alone so he would like to go with friends to do it together. I think that 
he was lonely, he would like it to be recreated so he can do it with his friends. 
 
M, 6: I have drawn the pitch the ice pitch and in the middle is the ball. I remember the time that I was 
on it. 
 
K, 10: Mine says I would love to have a football yard in my school because I’m a really big fan of 
football.  
 
G, 5: I like to go on the swings, on the slide. (Do you have any swings near you?) No.  
 
E, 7: Having bigger space in the park. (What would you be playing in the park if you had more space?) 
Like having soft plays in the park so that the kids can go and play. 
 
Z, 15: Ok so mine was a letter to my mum and my big message was I would like more time at the 
park and I draw a picture of the park in my area, it’s not really big. It’s cause we always have to go 
straight home to do our additional reading. 

 
T, 11: Like we want more time at the playground because 
we don’t really have time at the playground, the playground 
at school. We are more interactive in the playground at 
school, and we are now socially distanced in the classroom 
so having more time in the playground, giving us more time 
to interact. Me and my friend mostly play tag. 
 
O, 9: So this is my school and you can see up here and this 
is how big I want the space to be. (see Ope’s school 
design). On the stage we would do some plays, I would like 
to do more. (How do you feel when you do plays?) It makes 
me feel pretty happy.  
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T, 12: It’s not really the school’s fault it’s the government. We can’t 
do anything physical in school, cause basically when we were in 
school we had to walk for P.E until the government lets us do proper 
P.E again, like we can’t do PE inside we have to do it outside. And in 
music there couldn’t be instruments and stuff and in Home Ec we 
couldn’t make stuff we had to like sit on our iPads and do work and 
research and stuff.  
 
Nobody really said they like playing on their iPads / technical stuff. 
Most people have said their preference is playing with other people 
inside and outside - physical play / inside board games / imaginary 
play/ hide and seek.  
 
A, 7: I love to play in the park on slides and the swings. 

Part 4: Summary Observations  

Inside play these children said they like:  ‘Licketyspit games’ (including rhymes, singing, imaginary 
‘story play’, dressing up); hide and seek; crafts; Drawing and colouring; skittles; cooking; dominos; 
board games; card games; dancing; singing, karaoke; online yoga, PE, games with friends (rare); 
reading. 

Outside play these children said they like – playing in the snow, making snowmen; football, scooters, 
basketball; cycling, skipping. 

Covid restrictions mean these children miss  seeing friends, school, physical contact ‘touching’, 
sometimes struggle to understand teachers’ strong accents online.  

MESSAGES These children told us they want MORE green spaces; MORE swings and slides; MORE 
parks, MORE swimming pools; MORE time in the school playground; MORE play with grown-ups to 
help; MORE Reflective Drawing; A football yard at school  

More drawings on following page: 

 

 



 

Licketyspit Theatre Company | Community Central Hall, 292-316 Maryhill Rd, Glasgow G20 7YE 
T: 0141 353 3850 | E: info@licketyspit.com | www.licketyspit.com | Facebook: /LicketyspitTheatre               

Twitter @LicketyTweet | Charity Number: SC035154 | Company Number: SC262580 

 

9 

Licketyspit:  Opening doors to imaginary playworlds to unlock the limitless possibilities of children! 

 


